THE LEGEND OF THE BORGIA VENOM
one of the stock phrases, used by biographers and his-
torians of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries was "fa
(or she)—died in the odour of sanctity." Another was "he
(or she)—died not without suspicion of venom" Both
phrases are the merest expression of private opinion, the
importance of which depends upon the integrity and
knowledge of the user: but in no case do they amount to
a dogmatic, final, infallible, or authoritative, decision.
When a person is said to have departed this life in the
odour of sanctity, (a purely technical phrase, insusceptible
of literal translation,) sooner or later the process of eccle-
siastical law is begun for obtaining for the deceased the
successive titles, Venerable Servant of God, the Blessed —.
and Saint —. These titles, only being conferred after
stringent examinations of quality lasting many years and
sometimes many centuries,1 are taken to prove the pious
opinion "died in the odour of sanctity" to have been
founded on a verity. -	*
But when a person is said to have died "not without
suspicion of venom," it is very rarely that steps are taken,
juridically to examine that suspicion with a view to prov-
ing it to be founded on fact or falsehood. The world de-
liberately prefers to believe the worst of man, deliberately
prefers suspicion. The expression in the Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Centuries was as randomly and as inconsequently
i The Venerable Servant of God, King Alfred the Great erf
England, has not yet been styled "The Blessed." Sir Thomas Mor$
Lord Chancellor of England under Henry VIII Tudor, only was
admitted to the rank of "The Blessed" in 1886, by the Lord Leo
P.P. XIII. He now publicly may be invoked by name, and tua
portraits decorated by a halo.
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